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Importance of religion in one's life

% of adults who say religion is...
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Importance of religion in
one’s life by religious group
% of adults who say religion is...
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Religious Institutions Widely Viewed as Forces for
Societal Good

% who agree that churches and other religious institutions ...

Bring people
together and Protect and
strengthen Playimportant strengthen
community role in helping  morality in
bonds poor and needy society

% % %

Total 89 87 75
Christian 92 90 83
Protestant 93 91 85
Evangelical 84 82 87
Mainline 93 91 382
Historically black 89 88 81
Catholic 91 89 82
Orthodox Christian 93 87 74
Mormon 97 94 92
Jehovah's Witness 57 68 41
Non-Christian faiths 86 82 62
Jewish 88 85 63
Muslim 88 89 83
Buddhist 86 78 65
Hindu 88 81 73
Unaffiliated 81 78 54
Atheist 75 71 31
Agnostic 85 24 52
Nothing in particular 81 78 59
Religion not important=: 78 76 50
Religion important* 86 81 71

Source:

questions were notasked inthe

2014 Religious Landscape Study, conducted June 4-Sept. 30, 2014. These
007 Religious Landscape Study.




How the U.S. Public Became Less Religious

As of 2014, the
religiously
affiliated are, by
and large, about
as religious as
they were in
2007 ...
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FIGURE 1. Growth of the Religiously Unaffiliated, 1972-2016
Percent of population
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FIGURE 2. More Young Adults are Unaffiliated than in the Past
Percent of each age group who are religiously unafffiliated, 1986-2016
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Most Americans believe people have a soul or spirit
% of U.S. adults who say ...

They believe people have a soul or spirit

in addition to their physical body 83%

There is something spiritual beyond the
natural world, even if we cannot see it

There are some things that
science cannot possibly explain

They have had a sudden feeling of connection
with something from beyond this world

They have had a strong feeling that someone who has passed
away was communicating with them from beyond this world

They believe spirits or unseen spiritual forces exist
and they have personally encountered one

Source: Survey of U.S. adults conducted July 31-Aug. 6, 2023.
“Spirituality Among Americans”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER



22% of Americans are
spiritual but not religious

% of U.S. adults who are

Spiritual ...

Neither spiritual 70%

nor religious
22%
... but not
Religious religious
but not 10%

spiritual 48%
... and also

religious

Pew Research Center



Defining SBNRs (Spiritual but not Religious)

= Rejection of “normative” western theology for
alternative/Eastern models

= Rejection of dogmas and judgmentalism

" Personal autonomy over authority of religious bodies

= Disillusionment at ethical lapses of religious authorities

= Hybridity and Syncretism

= Nature and Experience



